
Sermon Summary: Obedience and Christ 
in Hebrews 

Introduction and Personal Illustration 
The sermon begins with a story about a 13-year-old boy who appeared obedient to his parents 
on the surface, but internally was merely acquiescent rather than genuinely obedient. His 
siblings recognized he was just going through the motions. This boy studied biblical figures like 
Abraham, Mary, Moses, Paul, John, and Ananias, and discovered that true obedience isn't just 
compliance or following commands—it's internal acceptance and genuine agreement. The 
speaker reveals this boy was himself, and this realization forms the foundation for 
understanding Christ's obedience. 

Context of Hebrews 
The sermon is part of a series called "From Shadows to Reality" focusing on the Book of 
Hebrews. The book was written from Italy to Greek-speaking Jewish Christians during a time of 
persecution. Many believers were weary and considering abandoning their faith due to fear. The 
letter addresses the continuity between the Old and New Covenants and serves as a "word of 
exhortation" or encouragement. 

Exposition of Hebrews 2:5-8 
The passage begins by stating that the world to come is not subject to angels but to humanity 
through Christ. The phrase "world to come" refers to a redeemed world order with Christ as 
ruler. The text references Psalm 8, which discusses humanity's status—made "a little lower than 
angels" yet crowned with glory and honor, with everything placed under human feet. 

The speaker clarifies the relationship between angels and humans: angels dwell in heavenly 
realms with radiant glory and power, while humans are subject to suffering, death, and 
weakness. However, this difference is temporary. The sermon explains that while Genesis 1:28 
gave humanity dominion over creation, this authority is ultimately fulfilled through Christ. Jesus 
came to earth in human form, subjected himself to death through obedience, and through his 
humanity fulfilled the dominion originally intended for mankind. 

Christ's Obedience and Incarnation 



Hebrews 2:9 marks the first mention of Jesus's name in the letter, which the speaker notes is 
intentional and significant. The text says Jesus "tasted death," but the speaker clarifies this 
doesn't mean he merely sampled it—in the original language, it indicates he fully experienced 
death cognitively, physically, and emotionally. He was killed gruesomely on the cross. 

The sermon emphasizes Christ's obedience by referencing Philippians 2:6-7, which describes 
how Jesus, though equal with God, "made himself a servant in the likeness of man." This 
demonstrates genuine obedience—coming from heaven's glory to earth to fulfill God's will. 

Christ as Pioneer and Family 
The text describes Jesus as the "pioneer of salvation" made perfect through suffering. The word 
"pioneer" in the original language means a trailblazer, champion, and leader—one who 
experiences something first. The speaker clarifies that Christ didn't need to be made perfect in 
the sense of being sinless (he already was), but rather completed a process. Unlike Old 
Testament priests who underwent external rituals of consecration, Jesus's process involved 
coming to earth through obedience, subjecting himself to death, and then being crowned in 
glory and enthroned at God's right hand. 

The passage emphasizes familial language—believers are brothers and sisters of Christ, part of 
the same family. God the Father, Jesus the sanctifier, and believers as his siblings are all 
connected. Christ makes us holy; we cannot make ourselves holy. As Ephesians 2:8 states, 
salvation is a gift of grace, not something we achieve ourselves. 

Modern Application of Obedience 
The speaker applies these principles to contemporary Christian life. Obedience today might look 
like feeling an internal pull from the Spirit to forgive someone who has offended you, sending 
scripture to someone in need, being a companion to someone struggling, or ministering to 
someone who doesn't know Jesus. Obedience doesn't mean perfection, and it often requires 
being uncomfortable. However, being obedient to the Lord brings an empowering peace that 
surpasses understanding. 

Christ's Victory Over Death 
Hebrews 2:14-16 explains that Jesus shared in humanity's flesh and blood so that through his 
death he could break the power of the devil, who held the power of death, and free those 
enslaved by the fear of death. The speaker traces this back to Genesis 3, when sin entered the 
world and Satan used it as a tool to inflict fear of death upon humanity. Through Christ's death, 
he nullified death's power. For Christians, death is not the end—there is eternal life. 

The sermon strongly emphasizes that Jesus and Satan are not comparable. Jesus is far more 
powerful, citing examples from Job, Matthew 26:53, John 13:27, and Jude 1:9 where Jesus 



commands angels, Satan, and demons. This was particularly important for the original audience 
who faced persecution and fear. 

Christ as High Priest and the Role of Suffering 
Hebrews 2:17-18 describes Jesus as a "merciful and faithful high priest" who was made fully 
human in every way to make atonement for sins. Because he suffered and was tempted, he can 
help those being tempted. The speaker notes that Hebrews 8:1 identifies Jesus as the high 
priest as the main purpose of the letter, a theme repeated throughout. 

The sermon addresses suffering directly and sensitively. The speaker acknowledges that many 
in the congregation are experiencing things beyond his comprehension—struggles he's never 
personally faced. He doesn't make light of suffering, recognizing it brings pain. However, if God 
the Father thought suffering was "fitting" for Jesus to fulfill his will, it's also a tool God uses in 
believers' lives. 

Through suffering, people can become bitter and resentful, but suffering also has the power to 
bring humility and alignment with God. Jesus himself went through suffering as a tool to fulfill the 
Father's will. The speaker finds encouragement in knowing Jesus experienced firsthand what 
humanity experiences—mockery, beating, crucifixion, physical pain, and death. 

Living in a Challenging World 
The speaker addresses the reality that Christians face various forms of temptation, depression, 
and opposition to their worldview. He asks the congregation how many have faced friction or 
oppression for their beliefs, emphasizing this is a realistic experience for believers. Despite 
challenges, Jesus always followed the Father's command and will, consistently breaking away 
to pray and seek direction. This obedience is key, as emphasized in 1 Samuel: "to obey is better 
than sacrifice." 

Conclusion and Practical Encouragement 
The sermon concludes by referencing the priest Eli from 1 Samuel, whose sons defiled and 
disobeyed God. God promised to bring a new high priest in exchange—Jesus Christ. The 
speaker emphasizes that no one will experience a love comparable to Christ's self-giving 
sacrifice. Learning from Christ's obedience means: 

●​ Recognizing that obedience isn't perfection (which is unattainable) 
●​ Understanding obedience isn't just compliance but developing a genuine relationship 

with the Father 
●​ Growing in the Lord through reading His Word 
●​ Surrounding yourself with people who have genuine passion for God, not those who 

merely perform or act 



●​ Participating in opportunities for spiritual growth, such as the church's soul course 

The sermon emphasizes that growth comes through authentic relationship with God, studying 
Scripture, and community with sincere believers. True obedience flows from knowing God 
personally and developing that relationship, not from external performance or attempting to 
achieve perfection. 
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